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- . v CONFIDENTIAL 

TARAKl'S DEPARTURE WAS CHANGED, PROBABLY AS A SECURITY MEASURE. 
AS THEY HAVE DONE BEFORE, THE OEPARTURE TIME WAS MOVED UP AN 
HOUR ON SHORT HQTICZ'-THE DIP CORPS BEING NOTIFIED BY PHCNE. 

V. THE SPECIAL POSITION OF THE USSR WAS ALSO VERY EVIDENT. 
FOR ONE, THE AIRCRAFT CARRYING TARAKl TO MOSCOW WAS APPARENTLY 
A CHARTER AEROFLQT TU-13^, PAID FOR* I SUSPECT, 3Y THE SOVIETS. 
FOR MOTHER* THE SOLE VEHICLES ALLOWED TO PARK BY THE MRPQRT 
VIP LOUNGE WERE THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S CURTAINED MERCEDES 
AND HIS EMBASSY SECURITY FOLLOW CAR (CARRYING FOUR SOVIETS). 
EVEN POLITBUREAU MEMBERS HAD TO PARK THEIR CARS IN THE GENERAL 
PARKING LOT. CI CAN'T SPEAK FOR HAFI2ULLAH AMIN SINCE HE 
LSFT:THE AIRPORT FIRST.) FINALLY, SOVIET AMBASSADOR PUZANCV 
(THE DIP CORPS DEAN) AND THE CUBAN AMBASSADOR WENT TO TriE. 
PLANESIOE TO SEE TARAKl OFF, AND WHEN THE ENTOURAGE RETURNED, 
PUHANOV AND AMIN WALKED BACK TOGETHER, THEIR SLEEVES TOUCHING, 
AT LEAST SIX FEET AHEAD OF THE REST OF THE ENTOURAGE. NOBODY 
AT THE DEPARTURE CEREMONIES COULD FAIL TO NOTICE THE USSR'S 
SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND PLACE OFHQNOR. 

5. '* A 7 AN JAR'S AND 8AREG SHAFAIEE'S PROMINENCE AT THE 
CEREMONY WAS ALSO INTERESTING, AND IT HAS STIMULATED POLITICAL 
SPECULATION AMONG WESTERN OIP CORPS MEMBERS. NEITHER MINISTER 
IS IN THE POLITBUREAU. WERE THEY PROMINENT SOLELY BECAUSE OF 
THEIR POSITIONS AS IHTER1QR AND TRANSPORTATION MINISTERS, OR 
SHOULD ONE READ MORE INTO IT? BAREO SHAFAIEE WAS ONLY AT 
PLANES IDE, WHILE WATANJAR WALKED BESIDE TARAKl WHILE HE 
* INSPECTED" OR SHOOK HANDS WITH ALL THOSE PkESEUT . I AM NOT 
SURE WHAT TO CONCLUDE, ALTHOUGH ELEMENTS IN Th:s EMBASSY ARE 
TEMPTED TO SEE SOME SIGNIFICANCE IN IT ALL. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
OTHERS, INCLUDING THE ACTING SQV MlLATT. 



I DON'T THINK TOO 



SHOULD SE READ INTO THIS, BUT IT 



LID -AKc ME WONDER kHET.'-.ER, IN A SMALL WAY, He WASN* T TRYING 
7C CONVEY AN EXPRESS!^ C- FRIENDSHIP TO THE U.S. I'D LIK~ 
TO THINK SO. AKSTUTZ 
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